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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Greetings to the NewsMAC readership!

Wishing you all a warm end to the year. The annual NMAC conference has come and gone and
was well-attended, and a detailed report on the conference proceedings has been prepared for
this issue by past-president Heather Seltzer-Rogers.

The NMAC executive committee held their fourth quarterly meeting of the year at the beginning
of December. Some improvements to the NMAC website should be rolling out in the near year,
including an option to automatically renew your registration for the annual meeting (the website
currently only has an option to renew your NMAC membership annually). Additionally, we will
be adding an archive of descriptions for projects sponsored by NMAC'’s annual research awards.
Keep an eye on the website for project descriptions to be added over the next year.

In legislative news, NMAC has drafted a letter to the Department of the Interior asking that the
DOI reconsider their planned revocation of the Public Land Order (No. 7923) which established
the 10-mile protection zone around Chaco Canyon, and to extend the public comment and tribal
consultation period for the planned action.

This will be my last address as NMAC president, and Thatcher Seltzer-Rogers will be taking over
in my stead beginning in January. We appreciate your continued support of NMAC and
participation in NMAC events.

Sincerely,
Evan Giomi

2025 NMAC President
egiomi@sricrm.com




New Mexico Archaeological Council 2025 Annual Meeting Review
Archaeology of the Middle Rio Grande

Dr. Brad Vierra accepting the 2025 NMAC Lifetime Achievement Award from
NMAC President-elect Thatcher Seltzer-Rogers

In mid-November, NMAC hosted the annual meeting at the University of New Mexico's Hibben
Center. This year's topic, Archaeology of the Middle Rio Grande, strove to provide summaries from
recent CRM investigations in the greater Albuquerque area as well as new interpretations
developed from CRM investigations. We had an outstanding group of speakers from multiple firms
and backgrounds, and it was well received by the room's full audience. Notable questions that
multiple speakers brought up that are in need of further investigation include whether we should
use the Rio Grande sequence developed by Wendorf and Reed (Developmental, Coalition, Classic),
the Pecos Classification, or modify the culture area sequence given results from excavations at
mid-Developmental and "Coalition" period sites and how to identify and characterize the diverse
lifeway strategies that define the terminal Late Archaic/early Developmental period. Hopefully,
we will hear further discussion on these two topics in the near future.

We also had several presentations about projects that discussed historic ceramic types whose
cultural affiliation is difficult to determine, recording of historic buildings and structures in
historic Albuquerque neighborhoods, and a holistic study for the San Antonio de las Huertas land
grant.
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Our Lucy C. Schuyler awardees for 2024, Hayward Franklin, and 2025, Tom O’Laughlin, were
unable to attend, though Michael Bletzer accepted Tom’s award on his behalf. O'Laughlin was
applauded for his extensive work and completion of a report on the 1980-1989 excavation of
Firecracker Pueblo, an important El Paso phase Jornada Mogollon village near El Paso, by El Paso
Archaeological Society and Texas Archaeological Society volunteers and University of Texas at El
Paso students and professors. Although some preliminary papers detailing the results were
presented at conferences and published over the years, a comprehensive, synthetic report
remained unfinished until O'Laughlin finalized one that is now available for free as part of the
Maxwell Museum Technical Series (No. 44).

We were also able to honor Dr. Brad Vierra with the NMAC Lifetime Achievement Award for his
extensive scholarly contributions and service to the profession. This was particularly timely as he
has just completed the first edited monograph dedicated to discussing all projectile point types
encountered in New Mexico from the Paleoindian through the Historic periods. Vierra was able to
share his new projectile point monograph with attendees. He is currently an Affiliated Scholar at
New Mexico State University.

By Heather Seltzer-Rogers, Past-President and Conference Organizer.

Drones in Archaeology: From Planning to Execution
Webinar on January 31, 2026 at 12 pm MST by William Whitehead

Unmanned aerial systems (UAS) are now commonplace in archaeological work, from imaging, to
mapping, to reporting, any archaeologist needs to know how and when to deploy this technology.
Over three sections, participants will be taken through the process of getting a Part 107 license to
legally fly a UAS, how to navigate the FAA LAANC system, and how to prepare for flying a mission.
The second section will give extensive examples of how data is collected, processed, and readied
for interpretation and analysis. The third session will cover reporting, presenting data, and the
future of UAS work in the field.

This is a free webinar, and a three-hour certificate of participation will be offered to attendees that
stay for all three sessions. Please email wwhitehead@swca.com if interested in attending and
Bill will send out a link.



2025 NMAC MEMBER RESEARCH GRANT RECEIPIENT REPORT

Exploring Diné Fortresses on Chacra Mesa
Liv Winnicki, Binghamton University

[ was fortunate to receive a NMAC grant to conduct research on Diné fortresses on Chacra Mesa,
historically referred to as “pueblitos.” These fortresses are located near Chaco Canyon and
Pueblo Pintado, NM (Figure 1). The grant supported lodging and travel, including driving from
our base camp in Cuba, NM to the sites, and I am very grateful for this support. Our fieldwork
took place over three weeks in October (October 7-25, 2025).

Chacra Mesa forms the southeastern flank of Chaco Canyon (Figure 1), a major cultural center
of the Ancestral Puebloans from 850 to 1250 CE, known for its monumental great houses and
extensive trade networks. While Chaco Canyon lies within northwestern New Mexico, Chacra
Mesa is located just outside the Dinétah, the ancestral homeland of the Diné, located to the
northeast (Figure 2). The Dinétah played a central role in early Diné cultural development
(Towner 1996), but Chacra Mesa provides a distinct and valuable perspective for examining
Diné interactions with Puebloan groups, Utes, and Spanish colonists.

The Diné connection to Chaco Canyon is understudied, and fortress sites from the Gobernador
Period (1630-1765 CE) may represent some of the earliest Diné settlements in the canyon area.
While defensive fortresses in the Dinétah are well documented, those outside this region remain
less understood. In the mid-1700s, Diné communities on Chacra Mesa constructed sandstone
masonry fortresses to defend against Ute raids and encroaching Spanish colonists. Unlike similar
structures in the Dinétah, which often served as both defensive and habitation sites, fortresses
on Chacra Mesa appear to have functioned primarily as lookout points along trade and migration
routes (Vivian 1960; Brugge 1986; Van Dyke et al. 2023; Winnicki 2023). Residential dwellings,
or hogans, were typically located nearby (Dykeman 2023; Vivian 1960).

While the fortresses themselves have been well documented, my research focused on the
surrounding communities: where people lived, how long they occupied these areas, and how
they interacted with neighboring groups. We re-recorded four Diné fortress areas previously
documented by Gwinn Vivian in the 1960s, searching for discrete forked-stick or masonry
hogans. Our goals were to better understand community structure, occupation patterns, and site
function. We collected cores and cross sections for dendrochronology and collected gray ware
ceramics for petrographic analysis. These analyses will help determine whether ceramics were
locally produced or acquired through trade.

Fieldwork Highlights

At Site CM 10, previously recorded as an isolated fortress by both Vivian (1960) and Windes and
McKenna (unpublished), we documented three new forked-stick hogans and a small trash
midden near the fortress (see Photo 1). Site CM 2 and 4, previously noted as a reused Pueblo III
defensive site (CM 2), showed dense occupation on the lower bench with 14 hogans (CM 4), most
accompanied by their own trash scatters with Gobernador Polychome, Puebloan
tradewares, and flaked tools.
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Figure 1. Chaco Canyon and Chacra Mesa
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Photo 1. CM 10 Fortress Looking South.

Photo 2. Fortress at CM 2, Plll construction with
repaired Gobernador Walls (1700s) and Hogan on
detached hoodoo in background.
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Photo 4. Vivian’s (1960) excavated woodpile
from Forked Stick Hogan 1 at CM 4.

b 2o ¢

Photo 3. Masonry Hogan 9 at CM 4

We looked for CM 99, also recorded as an isolated fortress by Vivian in the 1950s. We surveyed
the canyon and were unable to find the fortress that Vivian recorded in the 1950s. While we
resurveyed the canyon, we discovered three forked-stick hogans dating to the Gobernador
Period based on ceramics (Gobernador Polychrome and Jemez Black-on-White trade wares). We
found datable forked poles as well, that will be dated by the Labratory of Tree Ring Research. At
NLC-EC-UC-P, a Navajo Land Claim fortress near Pueblo Pintado, we found ceramics, flake tools,
bone tools, and expansive views of the area on a defended escarpment.

Ceramic Petrography

Petrographic analysis of Dinétah Gray ceramics and Gobernador Polychrome will help assess
whether potters sourced clay and temper locally, brought pots with them to defensive sites, or
received them through trade. Ceramics made locally suggest longer-term occupation, whereas
non-local ceramics may indicate occasional use of the sites and trade interactions with Puebloan
groups. Dinétah Gray is the primary Diné utility ware in the 18th century, yet little is known
about its production, especially outside the Dinétah. The only previous petrographic analyses in
the area were done in Counselor (20 miles from Chacra Mesa), and they found Dinétah Gray
tempered with volcanic ash (Reed and Hensler 2001; Towner 2016).

Figure 2. Map of Dinétah and Chaco Wash (Dykeman 2003)
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Pot. Foed Stick Hogan remains. . Photo 6. Possible Jemez Black on White sherd.

Photo 7. Navajo Land Claim Site Photo 8. Ceramics from CM 4- Top Tewa Polychrome,
Bottom Gobernador Polychrome sherds.
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Dendrochronology

Windes and McKenna revisited sites CM 2, CM 4, and CM 10, attempting to date wood from these
locations. The dates for CM 2 and CM 4 are approximately 1782-1784 CE. I returned, hoping to
find features and culturally modified trees to date. At CM 10, we found 3 new forked stick hogans,
but they had no wood to date. We did find a culturally modified tree near the fortress, and we
hope that it will lead to dates. During our search for CM 99, we found three forked stick hogans
from the Gobernador Period and, based on the ceramics, and we were able to take
dendrosamples from beams of two of those features. Additionally, we found burned wood at
NLC-EC-UC-P.

While working on the survey, we found other sites that did not date to the Gobernador Period;
however, their proximity to the sites may show continuity and deep connections of the Diné to
Chacra and the Chaco area, so we sampled some of these sites as well.

w

Photo 9. Tanachy Bruhns Coring a Reservation P/;‘ot O. Cr fr e 1 f pro;ectro /ef (Leonard
Era House Door Beam. Perry, Julia Coverdale, Liv Winnicki, Wade Campbell)

Project Crew and Collaboration

My primary advisor, Dr. Ruth Van Dyke (Binghamton University), provided crucial expertise and
guidance in planning and logistics leading up to the project. We collaborated closely with Diné
historian and Chapter Vice President Leonard Perry (Crownpoint, NM) and engaged with local
chapter house members and allottees. Dr. Wade Campbell (Boston University) provided
essential guidance throughout the project, on safety during 4x4 driving, and invaluable expertise
on Navajo Archaeology. Field assistance and ceramic identification (especially of those tricky
graywares!) was provided by Julia Coverdale (Binghamton University), fieldwork and help with
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all the hard stuff by Tanachy Bruhns (Chaco Canyon National Historical Park), and visiting
helpers, including Leslie Sesler and Tim Hovezak, who helped identify subtle features like
dismantled fork-stick hogans.

Next Steps

[ will be processing drone imagery to produce detailed maps, submitting dendrochronology
samples, and preparing ceramics for thin-section petrographic analysis. These results promise
to shed new light on Chacra Mesa’s Diné communities, their interactions and material culture.
Future fieldwork will also include recording oral histories from local Diné residents to enrich
the historical narrative of this landscape. This project highlights the importance of collaborative,
community-centered research in understanding Diné history and cultural heritage with the
Chaco Landscape. Thank you NMAC for helping to fund my project!
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NEW MEXICO ARCHEOLOGICAL COUNCIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM (rev/2020)

Download this Farm, Select Publication(s) to Purchase, Determine Cost{s) and Send Form and Check to NMAC Address Below

NMAC Special Publications

s enclosed for copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 2: Soil, Water, Biology. And Belief, 2002
reprint of 1995 {370+ pp, perfect bound), @ $25 per copy + 55 s/h

5 enclosed for copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 3: Examining the Course of SW Archeology:
The 1995 Durango Conference, edited by David A. Phillips and Lynne Sebastian, 2001, (170+ pp perfect
bound) @ 515 per copy  +54s/h

s enclosed for copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 4: Chaceo Society and Polity, edited by Linda
S. Cordell et al, 2001 {90+ pp perfect bound) @ 515 per copy + 54 s/h

5 enclosed for copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 5: Celebrating Jane Holden Kelley and Her
Work, edited by Meade F. Kemrer, 2009, (167+ pp perfect bound, 9"x6") @ $19 per copy + 54 s/h

S enclosed for copies of publication #6 The Archaeological Record of Southern New Mexico, rev
2001. NM HPD. Contributors: Steve Lekson-Southwest; Human Systems Research-South Central;
5usana R. and Paul Katz- Southeast @ %25 per copy + %5 s/h

5 enclosed for copies of NMAC Publication: Highway Archaeology and Creative Mitigations:
Celebrating 60 Years of CRM (NMAC 2014 Fall Conference Papers) @ $18 per copy + %5 s/h

s enclosed for copies of NMAC Publication: Symposium on the Permian Basin Programmatic
Agreement in the Bureau of Land Management, Carlsbad Field Office Area of Southeast New Mexico
(NMAC 2017 Fall Conference Papers) @ $15 per copy + %5 s/h

S enclosed for copies of NMAC Publication: The Archaic in New Mexico (NMAC 2018 Fall
Conference Papers) @ $15 per copy + 55 s/h

S enclosed for copies of NMAC Publication: Pithouse to Pueblo Transition (NMAC 2020 Fall
Conference Papers) @ $15 per copy + %5 s/h

Shipping and Handling When Ordering Only One Publication
& enclosed
Shipping and Handling When Ordering 2 or More Publications or Copies of the Same Publications
s enclosed
Special Publication Mos. 1-4 and publication #6: 55 for up to two (2) copies, plus 52.50 for each additional copy.

Special Publication No. 5: 54 for up to 2 copies, plus 52 for each additional copy

MName:

Address:

11
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Other Publications (have no s/h costs or it is included)

] enclosed for copies of Anasazi Community Architecture in the Chuska Valley: Site Summaries and Maps,
compiled by Dennis Gilpin, Douglas D. Dykeman, and Paul F. Reed, 1996, (70 pp coil bound) @410 per copy

5 enclosed for copies of the CD, Metal, Glass and Other Materials, NMAC Historic Artifact Workshop, Part 1,
2005 @ $12.50 for each CD

Digital Versions of Publications

] enclosed for NMAC Publication: Symposium on the Permian Basin Programmatic Agreement in the Bureau of Land
Management, Carlshad Field Office Area of Southeast New Mexico (NMAC 2017 Fall Conference Papers) @ 55

5 enclosed for NMAC Publication: The Archaic in New Mexico (NMAC 2018 Fall Conference Papers) @ 55
g enclosed for NMAC Publication: Pithouse to Pueblo Transition (NMAC 2020 Fall Conference Papers) @ 55

1
Email for Digital version:

5 Total Enclosed send form and CHECK to: NMAC "
PO Box 25691
Albuquerque, NM 87125

NMAC isa nonprofit organization whose purpose is to maintain and promote the goals of professional archaeology in New Mexico.
NMAC’s goals are to:

e  promote archaeological research within New Mexico and disseminate knowledge arising from that research.

e  promote awareness of New Mexico’s cultural resources among public agencies, corporations, and members of the public.

e encourage the legal protection of cultural resources, and encourage high standards for professional archaeology.
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2025 NMAC Contacts

Mail: PO Box 25691, Albuquerque NM 87125
Web Site: https://nmarchcouncil.org/

Email: nmarchaeologicalcouncil@gmail.com

News Group: NM-ARCH-L@unm.edu
Please contact dap@unm.edu to be added to the listserv

President:
Evan Giomi
Publications:
President-Elect: Vacant
Thatcher Seltzer-Rogers
Webmaster:
Vice-President: Natalie Frodsham
Greg Mastropietro
NM-ARCH-L:
Secretary: Dave Phillips
Alissa Healy
NewsMAC Editor:
Treasurer: Tamara Stewart
Bill Whitehead

Legislative Committee:
Paul Reed
Jeremy Loven

Past-President/
Conference Organizer:

Heather Seltzer-Rogers .
Workshop Committee:

Grants: Robin Cordero
Phillip Leckman Bob Estes

13


https://nmarchcouncil.org/
mailto:NM-ARCH-L@unm.edu



